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“You will know the truth, and the truth will set you free” (John
8:32, NIV).

Because the Sunday before Independence Day is the first Sunday of
the month, that issue will be a World Missions Edition. So, our free-
dom issue, which also commemorates Military Personnel Day (July 1),
is this week.

Our freedom is a precious thing, but it is something we must con-
tinue to fight for.

We will take you to Vietnam and Iraq with the Marines ... and to
Afghanistan where a young soldier sees God turn tragedy into triumph.

We will profile the Assemblies of God chaplain who is the head of all
the chaplains of the United States Air Force. And we will hear lifelong
Assemblies of God member John Ashcroft share memories of serving as
U.S. attorney general during one of the most crucial times in history for
that post — the aftermath of the World Trade Center attacks.

The apostle Paul prioritized prayer for those in positions of author-
ity. “I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and
thanksgiving be made for everyone — for kings and all those in au-
thority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and
holiness. This is good, and pleases God our Savior” (1 Timothy 2:1-3).

God intended all people to
live free — physically and
spiritually.

These prayers augment God’s desire to save people: “[God] wants all
men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth” (v. 4). That
salvation comes through Jesus: “For there is one God and one media-
tor between God and men, the man Christ Jesus” (v. ).

That is true freedom. “So if the Son sets you free, you will be free
indeed” (John 8:36).

God intended all people to live free — physically and spiritually. In
this season when we reflect on freedom, let’s praise God for the free-
doms we have been given. Let’s also pray for those in authority that
those freedoms be preserved. Most importantly, let us pray for the mul-
titudes in spiritual bondage to come to know the true freedom found in
Jesus Christ.

Ken Horn
E-mail your commments to tpe@ag.org.

tpe june+24.07 www.tpe.ag.org 3




