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By David W-. Argue
“Are you a

icah is our youngest son.
M He was playing in a
summer softball league ...
and broke a bone in his foot.

A trip to the doctor confirmed
that it was broken — X-rays to
substantiate.

And, then, the added worries.

In a week he would be facing the
extensive final medical screening
process that would clear him (or
not) to enter the Army.

With a broken foot?

He came to see us for a final
visit several days prior to the
scheduled medical exam.

Limping.

Just before he was to leave, it
“seemed like a good idea” that
we pray over him.

He sat in the big easy chair
in the living room and closed
his eyes. Four of us knelt by
him and began to pray softly. It

seemed to me that there was not
too much faith stirring in any-
one. These few days had been a
family time entirely, and now it
was mostly a farewell moment.

What was going on was sim-
ply obedience — obedience to
do what Jesus said to do when
healing is needed.

As we prayed, invoking the
name of Jesus over Micah,
suddenly he came up out of the
chair with a shriek.

I am embarrassed to admit it,
but I thought I had done some-
thing wrong ... like “laying
hands” (too firmly) on him!
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I thought, We were just fol-
lowing the directive of Scripture:
“Lay hands on the sick, and they
will recover.” Lord, do I need to
apologize to him?

The prayer ended shortly and
with Micah in pain. In moments
he was gone, returning to his
residence many miles away.

Several days later he called us,
having just seen an Army doctor
and explained the situation to
him.

Could it be
in-breaking
healing all
spiritually

He most likes to show

The doctor took fresh X-rays
and in a few minutes came back
into the room. He carried both
the original set of X-rays and the
ones he had just taken.

The physician began Micah’s
consultation with this question:
“Are you a religious man?”

Micah’s answer: “Yes, sir, I
am.”
“Well, I am too,” the doc-
tor said, “and from what I can
understand, I am holding the
evidence of a miracle in my
hands. In this set of X-rays your
foot is broken, and in this set, it
is healed. Your foot is fine, and
I have no problem clearing you
to proceed with your plans to
enlist.”

The shriek from Micah as we
were praying over him was the
bone being reset: God’s “hand”
under ours. The pain he still
felt in his foot after prayer was

around us
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simply the foot adjusting to the
new wellness. In several days, as
the doctor predicted, the pain
disappeared.

Micah was cleared fully. He
enlisted, shipped out, and this
summer returned from a full tour
of duty in Afghanistan.

No foot problems.

I reflect often on what hap-
pened ... how easy it would have
been to have not prayed, and
instead told him we “would be

that we would
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i1f we would get
the settings that

up in?

praying” for him.

How often I have waited for a
feeling inside of me — of inspira-
tion or faith or energy — before
actually praying. I can see now
how often I have fallen into the
trap of thinking that it is actually
something in me that is the key to
healing.

How often I have tried to
measure my own faith or pre-
paredness so as to merit what is
actually and fully God’s gracious
action.

I so easily get it wrong.

Do you too?

More and more I realize that
healing occurs because God
loves us.

God knows the plans He has
for us (Jeremiah 29:11), and He
has an infinite measure of health
to pour down upon us. He is full
of grace and mercy ... and sur-
prises. And, as in the process of

salvation, it is “not of works, lest
any man should boast” (Ephe-
sians 2:9, KJV).

In a fresh rereading of the
Gospels and the Book of Acts, I
have discovered that most (about
75 percent) of the healing/power
moments in the New Testament
are recorded as occurring in an
informal setting — the store,
the home, the place of busi-
ness, the seaside, on the road, in
the restaurant — rather than in
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the more formal settings — the
temple, the altar, the courts, the
church.

So often I have limited my
engaging in the healing process to
the formal settings — the pre-
pared, the controlled, the pre-
dictable, the bright-light events.
Could it be that we would en-
hance the in-breaking of the life
of God in healing all around us if
we would get spiritually active in
the settings that He most likes to
show up in? Yes, yes, yes.

So, my objectives more and
more are:

1. To cultivate an aggressive
listening to the prompts of the
Spirit 24/7.

2. To acknowledge continually
that healing/power expressions
are all of God ... and so little
about me at all.

3. To watch for ways to release
faith in places of need and to take

the presence of God into every
situation of life.

4. To be as real and natural as
possible — so that Jesus may be
seen more clearly.

Jesus said:

“ “These are some of the signs
that will accompany believers
... they will lay hands on the
sick and make them well.” And
the disciples went everywhere
preaching, the Master work-
ing right with them, validating
the message with indisputable
evidence” (Mark 16:17-20, The
Message). @
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To know God and be ready for heaven, follow these steps:

“There is no one righteous, not even one ... for all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God.” Romans 3:10,23 (See Romans 5:8; 6:23.)

“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” Romans 10:13 (See Acts 3:19.)

(put your trust in Him) as your only hope of salvation.
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes
in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” John 3:16 (See John 14:6.)

“To all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to
become children of God.” John 1:12 (See Revelation 3:20.)

“If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,” and believe in
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.”
Romans 10:9 (See verse 10.)

For further help, contact the Assemblies of God

church near yovu.

If you would like someone to pray with you concerning your deci-
sion to follow Jesus Christ, please contact the church indicated
on the back cover or call:

Assemblies of God National Prayer Center

Join hosts Dr. George and Jewel Wood

Call today for complete tour brochure ="
and additional information: Sponsored by:
Journeys Unlimited, Inc./800 Bustleton Pike/Richboro, PA 18954

Phone: 800.876.9502, ext. 100
www.journeys-unltd.com
e-mail: lindam@journeys-unltd.com

on a 12-day Tour of the Holy Land §§
May 19-30, 2010

$4,199 per person

Based on double occupancy
Optional 7-day Greece Extension / May 30 — June 5, 2010 / $2,080 per person

Your hosts, Dr. George and Jewel Wood,
have led more than 30 tours to the Holy
Land. They will bring a rich spiritual
+.  perspective to help you experience this trip
of a lifetime. Come walk, see, feel and
touch the roots of our faith.
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sl "= Don’t miss out on this incredible journey! /88

e Jerusalem and Bethlehem
e The Galilee and the Golan
® Megiddo and Armageddon
e Masada and the Dead Sea
e Caesarea and Nazareth




